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Another Turkey Vulture Poisoned by Euthanasia Drugs
The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) has confirmed that another
turkey vulture has been poisoned by the veterinary euthanasia drug pentobarbital near
Inverness, in Marin County. The massive bird with its six-foot wingspan has recovered
and will be released near Inverness (Marin County) on Tuesday, August 11 at 2 p.m.
Reporters who would like to see this vulture return to the wild should call 415-806-8637
Tuesday for the exact location.
CDFW confirmed pentobarbital exposure in six turkey vultures in San Rafael in 2014,
but the source of the exposure remains unknown. Those birds were taken to the wildlife
hospital operated by the nonprofit WildCare in San Rafael. WildCare is a CDFWapproved wildlife rehabilitator.
Wildlife officials are concerned that the July 2015 admission of an additional
pentobarbital-poisoned vulture to WildCare indicates that more wildlife are at risk.
Pentobarbital is a drug used by veterinarians to euthanize companion animals, livestock
and horses. If the remains of animals euthanized with pentobarbital are not properly
disposed of after death, scavenging wildlife – such as turkey vultures and eagles – can
be poisoned. Veterinarians and animal owners are responsible for disposing of animal
remains properly by legal methods such as cremation or deep burial.
Turkey vultures are protected by the federal Migratory Bird Treaty Act and California
Fish and Game Code. Euthanized remains that are not disposed-of properly are a
danger to all scavenging wildlife.
CDFW asks members of the veterinary and livestock communities to share this
information with colleagues, to prevent additional poisoning. WildCare also asks the
public to pay attention to grounded turkey vultures and other raptors and scavengers.
Pentobarbital-poisoned birds appear to be dead. They have no reflex response and
breathing can barely be detected. The birds appear intact, without wounds or obvious
trauma. Anyone finding a comatose vulture should call WildCare’s 24-hour Hotline at
(415) 456-SAVE (7283) immediately. Anyone with information about possible sources
of pentobarbital-contaminated animals should contact the California Department of Fish
and Wildlife at (916) 358-2954.

Read more about one pentobarbital-poisoned turkey vulture patient and the astonishing
medical intervention required to save its life at www.wildcarebayarea.org/vulture.
####
This is the fourth year of California’s drought. To learn about all the actions the state
has taken to manage our water system and cope with the impacts of the drought,
please visit drought.ca.gov.
Every Californian should take steps to conserve water. Find out how at
saveourwater.com.
Please do not reply to this email. This account is for outgoing messages only and is
not checked for incoming mail. For questions about this news release, please contact
the individual(s) listed above. Thank you.
Subscribe to CDFW News via e-mail or RSS feed. Go to www.wildlife.ca.gov/news.
Like CDFW on Facebook at www.facebook.com/californiadfw and Twitter
@CaliforniaDFW.
When you prepare your California income tax return, please consider making a
voluntary contribution to the California Sea Otter Fund (line 410) and/or the Rare and
Endangered Species Fund (line 403). Thank you! www.wildlife.ca.gov/tax-donation.
Persons with disabilities needing reasonable accommodation to participate in public
meetings or other CDFW activities are invited to contact the department’s Reasonable
Accommodation Coordinator Melissa Carlin at (916) 651-1214 or
melissa.carlin@wildlife.ca.gov. Reasonable accommodation requests for facility and/or
meeting accessibility should be received at least 21 days prior to the event. Requests
for American Sign Language interpreters should be submitted at least two weeks prior
to the event, and requests for real-time captioning at least four weeks prior to the event.
These timeframes are to help ensure that the requested accommodation is met. If a
request for an accommodation has been submitted but due to circumstances is no
longer needed, please contact the Reasonable Accommodation Coordinator
immediately.

